Brachial Arteriography in Raynaud's Phenomenon [Summary] by PB JamesMm (Bioengineering and MedicalPhysics Unit, Mount Pleasant, Liverpool, L69 3BX) Patients with ischmmic symptoms in the fingers are being studied in a long-term clinical project, using brachial arteriography as a special investigation. The arteriographic technique has been refined to ensure optimal vasodilatation, and two new timing methods, capable of general use in arteriography, have been developed. The effect of gastric operations upon gastric emptying is not clear. In this study an ordinary meal was used, and it was found that following vagotomy and pyloroplasty there was a rapid initial 'dump' (particularly marked in patients with post-vagotomy diarrhoea) of 40% of the meal from the stomach; the subsequent rate of emptying was similar to that before operation. Pyloroplasty alone did not alter emptying. After partial gastrectomy over 50 % of the meal left the stomach rapidly.
Surgery alters the pattern rather than the rate of gastric emptying. Time is required for better selection of donor/ recipient compatibility; for transport to the most compatible recipient; and for the appropriate test which may predict hyperacute rejection. A method is also required which will predict the potential function of the transplanted kidney.
Preservation machines are being developed which allow prolonged storage, giving time to meet these requirements. Kidneys which do not perfuse well on such machines subsequently show poor function, while successfully perfused kidneys may be expected to function normally.
Gall-bladder Disease in Childhood [Summary]
by A R Moossa BSC FRCS (Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, L3 SPU) Most children with gall-stones are over 5 years old. The symptoms are vague, an emergency presentation being unusual. Jaundice is absent except in hmmolytic anmmias. There is no association with acute pancreatitis. Over 80 % of stones are radiopaque.
Acute noncalculous cholecystitis, usually diagnosed as appendicitis, is associated with mesenteric lymphadenitis. Aspiration of the gall-bladder at laparotomy may suffice.
Mucocele of the gall-bladder due to cystic duct atresia presents as an abdominal swelling in the neonatal period.
Thermography in Diagnosis of Vascular Disease of Lower Limb [Summary]
by G A McLoughlin MB FRcsEd (Royal Infirmary, Pembroke Place, Liverpool, L69 3BX) Assessment of the diagnostic accuracy of thermography in lower limb arterial disease was made by comparing the arteriographic and thermographic appearances of 28 patients for localization of arterial block and estimation of 'peripheral run-off'. Positive correlation was found in only 50% of these cases. Factors limiting accuracy were: thickness of subcutaneous fat, greater than 2-8 cm; localized disease with good collateral circulation; and coincident venous disease. If such cases were excluded, accuracy rose to over 80%.
